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March 14, 2025

ACCJ Applauds the Efforts of the Personal Information Protection Commission
Toward the Amendment of the Act on the Protection of Personal Information

The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) appreciates the significant efforts
of the Personal Information Protection Commission (PPC) toward the amendment of

the Act on the Protection of Personal Information (APPI). These efforts include careful
consideration of public comments, exchanges of views with various stakeholders including
the ACCJ, and hearings with experts. The ACCJ applauds the leadership demonstrated by
the PPC throughout the review process.

The PPC’s proposed “Concepts on Institutional Issues of the APPI (Draft)” seeks a high
level of balance by carefully considering the protection of individual rights and interests.
We also recognize the attention to detail present in the draft. We support proceeding with
the current amendment to the APPI based on this Draft.

This Draft includes proposals for promoting data utilization by protecting individual rights
and interests regarding privacy, especially in protecting children’s development, rights,
and interests. The ACCJ supports efforts to examine such critical issues.

Furthermore, regarding AlI, which has become a crucial technological and industrial sector
in recent years, it is essential to implement policies that both promote technological
advancement and ensure that Japan’s industrial sector and citizens fully benefit from
these developments. Similarly, the utilization of medical data is essential for improving
the quality and efficiency of healthcare services/system, advancing medical technologies
including AI, and enabling decisions to be made based on data. It is believed that
promoting the use of medical data in a way that protects individual rights while benefiting
both individuals and the public will contribute to this goal. At the same time, in light of the
fact that health care information will be utilized in various forms on a daily basis, the ACCJ
encourages the appropriate involvement of individuals depending on the form of data
usage.

We believe the PPC, even after this amendment, should recognize as its fundamental
principle the promotion of appropriate data utilization for the development of the
economy, society, and citizens’ lives. Furthermore, we encourage the PPC to establish a
mechanism for continuous dialogue with stakeholders, including industry, regarding the
review and implementation of systems that store and use personal information.

The ACCJ will continue to engage in dialogue with the PPC and cooperate to achieve
appropriate amendment to the APPI that reflects technological advances and social
changes. The ACCJ also continues to support Japan’s legal scheme, remaining a global
leader by ensuring mutual adequacy recognition with the EU and the UK in coordination
with the United States.
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